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Written statement of a key decision 

Cabinet 

 

Title Future refugee resettlement 

Decision maker Cabinet 

Information about cabinet, including the names and contact details 
of the cabinet members, can be found here: 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251 

Date of decision 4 June 2020 

Report exemption class Open 

Reason for being a key 
decision 

This is a key decision because it is likely to result in the council 
incurring expenditure which is, or the making of savings which are, 
significant having regard to the council’s budget for the service or 
function concerned.  A threshold of £500,000 is regarded as 
significant. 
 
This is a key decision because it is likely to be significant having 
regard to: the strategic nature of the decision; and / or whether the 
outcome will have an impact, for better or worse, on the amenity of 
the community or quality of service provided by the authority to a 
significant number of people living or working in the locality (two or 
more wards) affected. 

A notice was served in accordance with Part 3 (Key decisions) of The Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012. 

General exception or special 
urgency (as defined in the 
constitution)  

No 

Purpose To endorse the approach to a long term flexible commitment to the 
ambition of resettling at least 125 refugees in Herefordshire over a 
period of five years.  As part of this approach, authority will be 
delegated to the cabinet member for Health and Wellbeing to agree 
numbers and services procured in any one year, subject to funding 
instructions from the government.  
 
The council and its partners have successfully resettled 95 
refugees in Hereford between 2016 and 2019. The families have 
been welcomed by local people and have made a positive 
contribution to their local communities in a variety of ways.  
 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=251


 

Local Authorities are being asked by the Home Office to consider 
making a further pledge to accommodate refugees through 
resettlement programmes.  The council has been formally 
approached by the Director of Resettlement, Asylum Support and 
Integration for UK Visas and Immigration to confirm how many 
refugees Herefordshire will pledge to resettle in 2020-21. 
 
Whilst the Home Office has only announced a resettlement 
programme for 2020/21 at this time, it is anticipated that future 
years will bring further resettlement programme announcements.  
In light of this it is proposed that Herefordshire adopts a similar 
approach to other local authorities who are exploring a longer term 
policy approach to refugee resettlement, to enable a prompt 
response to future requests. 

Decision That: 
(a) a long term flexible commitment to the ambition of 

resettling at least 125 refugees over five years is 
approved.   

(b) authority to determine numbers of refugees resettled in 
any one year and any associated logistics is delegated 
to the director for adults and communities, in 
consultation with the cabinet member for health and 
wellbeing. 

Reason for the decision As set out in the report.  Documents relating to this decision are 
available at 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=50033130  

Options considered 1. Not to make any further commitment to the refugee 
resettlement scheme at this time.  This option is not 
recommended as participating in the scheme broadens 
Herefordshire’s diversity, supporting economic and 
community growth and resettlement has been successful, 
suggesting little reason not to extend further. 

2. To make a specific pledge or pledges to the Home Office to 
take a certain number of refugees during a finite short 
period. This approach is not recommended as uncertainty 
around the availability of housing makes it difficult to accord 
with specific numbers and timescales involved. This might 
also have the effect of limiting the numbers of refugees 
resettled over a period and complicating the arrangement of 
support provided. A longer range commitment to more 
substantial numbers may reflect more appropriately the 
interest and commitment of the council and Herefordshire 
residents. 
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▪ below) 

 

Call-in expiry date (decisions 
are not subject to call-in 
where special urgency 

10 June 2020 
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